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Leo 
• NSW POLICE OFFICER & POLICE DOG HANDLER - 15 YEARS.

• SOUTHWEST SYDNEY ACADEMY RUGBY LEAGUE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

• ASSISTANT COACH WITH CANTERBURY BULLDOGS

Leo Clarke is a former NRL player who grew up in Minto, a highly populated housing commission 

suburb in South West Sydney. He attended Sarah Redfern High School at Minto, completing year 12 
in 1995. Leo played rugby league from a young age which helped him develop important skills such 
as leadership and discipline, and went on to play for the Western Suburbs Magpies and St George 
Illawarra Dragons in the NRL. In 2003 Leo was struck down with a career ending injury. 

After much soul searching, Leo joined the New South Wales Police Force in 2004 and completed his 
Diploma in Policing. On graduating from the Police Academy, he worked within the Liverpool area 
for 4 years before moving into the Dog Unit where he has remained. During his time as a Police 

Officer, Leo has been involved in a number of traumatic incidents. His main goal for joining the 
Police force was to help people in need, for which he still has a passion.

Due to Leo's background and upbringing, he is very compassionate to those in need of help and 
also to those who have grown up in volatile low socio-economic societies. He has a gentle nature, is 
willing to help anyone, and has a philosophy that if he can impact at least one person’s life in a 
positive manner, then he has succeeded on that day.



Family

Leo has joined the Phoenix family because he is passionate about helping those in need. 

‘All children deserve an opportunity to thrive in a safe, caring and loving environment. From 
babies to teenagers - they all need guidance.’

Leo is looking forward to the Phoenix journey and he endeavours to have a positive impact 
on the children by guiding them in a safe and supportive environment. 

Leo has a strong connection to Rugby League which takes up all of his spare time. Leo 
coaches his two sons and the Canterbury Bulldogs Tarsha Gale team ( under 18's girls 
representative team). 


